
Question #3

A ball floats on water, as seen in the photograph below, but will sink when put into mineral spirits. 
The water is dyed green with food coloring to distinguish it from the clear mineral spirits. Note how 
far the floating ball sinks into the water.

When the mineral spirits is poured slowly onto the top of the water, it will remain on top because the 
two fluids are immiscible.

If the mineral spirits is poured slowly on top of the water while the ball is floating on the water, what 
will happen to the level at which the ball floats? 

• (a) The ball will float lower into the water. 
• (b) The ball will float higher out of the water. 
• (c) The ball will float at the same level with respect to the surface of the water after the mineral 

spirits are poured on top of the water. 

Click here for Answer #3 after March 13.
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